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A Ded椀挀a琀椀on to Del攀☀愀琀ions 

The 50th anniversary of the 昀漀unding of AWIU is cause 昀漀r celebration 昀漀r all of 
our o爀最anization's members, whether they are currently active, re琀椀red, or simply 
with us in spirit. The idea of crea琀椀ng a book of stories about the various delega琀椀ons 
came 昀漀rth during a planning meeting in Chicago on a cold January day in 2017, 
while we debated how we could best extend a warm welcome to members traveling 
to our city 昀漀r our anniversary event in October, 2017. We gathered diaries, logs, 
reports, photo albums, 愀渀d other material, and began this project as a humble gesture 
of thanks to the delegates who have traveled the world on behalf of AWIU. 

Our research clearly revealed the deep dedica琀椀on of our members to achieve the 
goals that were recognized when AWIU was created, which include the promo琀椀on 
of woman to woman interaction through meanin昀�l visits abroad. While the 
documentation of numerous acts of generosity attributed to our members was 
impressive, another important quality eme爀最ed 昀爀om their work: the women of 
A 圀䤀U were b爀攀aking new 最爀ound both politically and historically on a regular 
basis. Our spirited organization was the 昀椀rst (or among the 昀椀rst) American 
women's group to visit Russia (1968), China (1973), Saudi Arabia (2002), and 
Libya (2009); 昀甀r琀栀ermore, the delegation to Cuba (2009) occu爀爀ed when there was 
very little communication between the U.S. and Cuba. The early histo爀礀 of AWIU 
is being preserved by members Donna Pinckney (San Diego) and Julie Pantiskas 
(L.A.); Julie's mo琀栀er (Margaret Casey Power) was a charter member of AWIU. 

The recording of firsthand historical impressions is "primary source" in昀漀rmation 
to historians, who highly value this knowledge. The documentation of delegation 
experiences helps to provide better 昀漀reign relations while also improving the living 
conditions 昀漀r coun琀氀ess individu愀氀s and f愀洀ilies on faraway continents. An added 
bene昀椀t is that a historical record is created by AWIU of people and places that exist 
in the world during 昀爀a最椀le times; we can comprehend this more 昀甀lly if we examine 
the photographs belon最椀ng to Carole Lewis 昀爀om her delega琀椀on to Syria in 1998. 
Carole's album holds beauti昀甀l, clear images of the ancient ruins of Palmyra, many 
of which which are no longer in existence due to their purpose昀甀l destruc琀椀on. 

As we recognize our accomplishments on this 昀攀s琀椀ve 50th anniversary of the 
昀漀unding of AWIU, we can also comprehend that our well-deserved celebration is 
an opportunity to act as an o爀最anization on a very needy world stage. We can look 
to the 昀甀ture 愀渀d seek direction as we appreciate not only our past successes, but the 
endless opportuni琀椀es that are waiting 昀漀r us in distant lands. Our ideals and our 
principles shall continue to be re昀氀ected as we reach out to 琀栀ose who are waiting 昀漀r 
our arrival and desperately needing our presence. 

Sue Devick, M.A. History, Editor 
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